ORDINANCE NO 29 OF 2001

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 27 OF 1984,
REGULATING THE ERECTION, CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR,
LOCATION OR MAINTENANCE OF SIGNS WITHIN THE
CITY OF BENTON, ARKANSAS; AND PROVIDING
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benton, Arkansas,
believes the erection, construction, repair, location and maintenance of
signs should Be controlled within the City limits of the City of Benton,
Arkansas, in order to protect the public investment in the streets and
highways and to promote the safety of public travel; and,

WHEREAS, the purpose of this ordinance is to promote the
reasonable, orderly and effective display of signs while remaining
consistent with the City policy to protect the public investment in the
streets and highways and to promote the safety of public travel; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Benton has the
following finding of fact; that the uncontrolled proliferation of signs is
hazardous to the users of streets and highways within the city limits of
the City of Benton; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of
the City of Benton, Arkansas, that:

SECTION 1. Placing signs on public property. Except as
allowed by Section S of this Ordinance, no signs other than signs placed
by agencies of government shall be erected on any public property. No
signs shall be placed on any utility pole, except for utility identification or

similar purposes.
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SECTION 2. Freestanding bulletin boards. Except as allowed
by Section 5 of this Ordinance, it shall be unlawful to place or locate a
freestanding bulletin board or portable sign within fifteen (15) feet of any
roadway. Any portable sign which is illuminated or supplied with any
electrical current shall be supplied in a manner safe to the general
public. Said electrical supply shall be protected by conduit and shall be
placed out of the flow of pedestrian and automobile traffic.

SECTION 3.  Permanent Signs.

(a) No sign shall be erected or constructed within fifteen (15)
feet of any public street right of way, unless such sign shall be elevated
to a height of eight (8) feet above the surface of the roadway and elevated
by a pole or column not larger than eight (8) inches in diameter.

(b) Nonconforming Signs. For the purpose of this ordinance, a
nonconforming sign shall be defined as a sign existing at the effective
date of this ordinance. All nonconforming signs not otherwise prohibited
by the provisions of this ordinance shall be removed or shall be altered to
conform to the provisions of this ordinance (a) when the nature of the
business conducted on the premises changes and the signs is changed or
modified either in shape, size or legend, or (b) when the name of the
business changes and the sign is changed or modified either in shape,
size or legend, or (c) on or before December 1, 2001, whichever occurs
sooner.

SECTION 4. Hazardous Signs. No sign or other advertising
structure, as regulated by this ordinance, shall be erected or continued

to be displayed at the Intersection of any street in such a manner as to



obstruct free and clear vision; or at any location where, by reason of the
position, shape, or color, it may interfere with, obstruct the view of, or be
confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal or device; or which
makes use of the words STOP, LOOK, DRIVE-IN, DANGER, or any other
word, phrase, symbol or character in such manner as to interfere with,
mislead or confuse traffic.

SECTION 5.  Exceptions.

(a) Single day signs advertising a single day event, so long as
the sign is placed no sooner than 5:00 a.m. of the day of the single day
event and removed by 10:00 p.m. of that same day, are permitted and
may be placed outside the roadway. Such signs must be placed a
minimum of ten (10) feet if possible from the edge of the pavement.

(b) Temporary signs advertising sale, lease or rental of real
estate are permitted and may be placed outside the roadway.

(c) Nothing in this Section shall operate to diminish the right of
any private real property owner, or agent of any private real property
owner, to place or grant permission to place a temporary or portable sign
upon any portion of such person’s property for the purpose of advertising
the sale, lease, or rental of privately owned real property.

SECTION 6. Penalties.

(a) Violation of the provisions of this Ordinance, or failure to
comply with any of its requirements, shall constitute a misdemeanor.
Any person who violates this ordinance, or fails to comply with any of its
requirements, shall upon conviction thereof be fined, not less than

Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00), nor more than One Hundred Dollars



